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The Month of Sivan

A. Names of the Month: 190 Sivan, "2 »w:7 w7 The Third Month

e D - related to the Akkadian word simanu/appoint.
e This is the appointed month for the giving and receiving of the Torah.

1)Rav DovBer Pinson — The Month of Sivan:

Sivan has four letters: Samach, Yud, Vav, and Nun. The last three letters spell 1/Greek.
Graphically, these three letters descend lower and lower, from * Yud to 1 Vav to 7 Final Nun.
Yavan thus represents a descent with no end, like quicksand, a force that can pull a person lower
and lower. However, the first letter in Sivan, Samach, as a word means Somech/assisting and
supporting, and it thus represents the concept of Semicha/support. (Brachos, 4b. Zohar 1, p. 3a.
Osyos d’Rebbe Akiva, Samach.) This means that when we allow Hashem to support us fully, even
when we need to ‘descend’ into the world of work, we can remain pure and detached from it. In
the words of the Rebbe of Kotzk, “If you truly want to be within this world, you need to stand
above it.” When we do so, Hashem holds us and prevents us from becoming Nofel/fallen (the
Nun).

2)Shabbat 88a:
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A Galilean taught, while standing above Rav Hisda: Blessed is the all-Merciful One, Who

gave the threefold Torah: Torah, Prophets, and Writings, to the three-fold nation: Priests,

Levites, and Israelites, by means of a third-born: Moses, who followed Aaron and Miriam in

birth order, on the third day of the separation of men and women, in the third month: Sivan.

3)Zohar 3, 73a:
Three knots are knotted with each other, Hashem, the Torah and the People of Israel.

4)Blessing Recited Before the Study of Torah:
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Blessed are you Lord our G-d, King of the universe who chose us from all the nations and gave
us His Torah, blessed are you Lord, giver of the Torah.

B. Permutation of Hashem’s name: Yud-Vav-Hei-Hei

C. Letter of the Month: * Zayin

e The numerical value of seven, alluding to weeks. In Sivan we complete seven weeks of
counting the Omer.

e Shavuot means The Festival of Weeks.
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5)Shabbat 86b:
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Everyone agrees that the Torah was given to the Jewish people on Shabbat.

6)Rav DovBer Pinson — The Month of Sivan:

Graphically speaking the letter Zayin is a gentle back-and-forth movement suggestive of the shifts
of weight in walking. The small wave at the top of the letter moves, so-to-speak, to unify with the
lower vertical wave, while the lower wave moves to unify with the higher wave. This symbolizes
the spiritual quality of this month which allows us to ‘walk’ in Olam haZeh/this world while
remaining one with our higher spiritual identity; to strive for achievement in our lives and yet to
be at peace at the same time.

...The letter Zayin also looks like a battle-axe or sword with a decorative hilt. The word Zayyin,
in fact means ‘weapon’ (Pardes Rishonim, Sha’ar haOsyos, 10). This reminds us that sometimes
we must wage spiritual battles in order to elevate ourselves; no matter what happens, we must
persevere and ‘walk’ forward in our lives.

D. Historical Events:

6" — 7" of Sivan - Holiday of Shavuot

T7)Talmud Shabbat 88b-89a:
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: When Moses ascended on High to receive the Torah, the
ministering angels said before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, what is
one born of a woman doing here among us? The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to them: He
came to receive the Torah. The angels said before Him: The Torah is a hidden treasure that
was concealed by You 974 generations before the creation of the world, and You seek to give
it to flesh and blood? As it is stated: “The word which He commanded to a thousand generations”
(Psalms 105:8). Since the Torah, the word of God, was given to the twenty-sixth generation after
Adam, the first man, the remaining 974 generations must have preceded the creation of the world.
“What is man that You are mindful of him and the son of man that You think of him?”
(Psalms 8:5). Rather, “God our Lord, how glorious is Your name in all the earth that Your
majesty is placed above the heavens” (Psalms 8:2). The rightful place of God’s majesty, the
Torah, is in the heavens.



The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Provide them with an answer as to why the Torah
should be given to the people...... Moses. Moses said before Him: Master of the Universe, the
Torah that You are giving me, what is written in it? God said to him: “I am the Lord your
God Who brought you out of Egypt from the house of bondage” (Exodus 20:2). Moses said to
the angels: Did you descend to Egypt? Were you enslaved to Pharaoh? Why should the Torah
be yours? Again Moses asked: What else is written in it? God said to him: “You shall have no
other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). Moses said to the angels: Do you dwell among the nations
who worship idols that you require this special warning? Again Moses asked: What else is
written in it? The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him: “Remember the Shabbat day to
sanctify it” (Exodus 20:8). Moses asked the angels: Do you perform labor that you require rest
from it? Again Moses asked: What else is written in it? “Do not take the name of the Lord your
God in vain” (Exodus 20:7), meaning that it is prohibited to swear falsely. Moses asked the angels:
Do you conduct business with one another that may lead you to swear falsely? Again Moses
asked: What else is written in it? The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him: “Honor your father
and your mother” (Exodus 20:12). Moses asked the angels: Do you have a father or a mother
that would render the commandment to honor them relevant to you? Again Moses asked: What
else is written in it? God said to him: “You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery,
you shall not steal” (Exodus 20:13) Moses asked the angels: Is there jealousy among you, or is
there an evil inclination within you that would render these commandments relevant?
Immediately they agreed with the Holy One, Blessed be He, that He made the right decision to
give the Torah to the people.

8)Shemot Rabbah 12:
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To what is this matter comparable? It is [comparable] to a king who decreed and said that Romans
may not go down to Syria and Syrians may not go up to Rome. Similarly, when the Holy One
blessed be He created the world, He decreed and said: “The heavens are the heavens of the Lord;
but the earth He has given to the children of men.” When He sought to give the Torah, He cancelled
the first decree and said: Those below will ascend to those above, and those above will descend to
those below, and it is [ who begins, as it is stated: “The Lord descended onto Mount Sinai” (Exodus
19:20), and it is written: “To Moses He said: Ascend to G-d” (Exodus 24:1)

9)Likutei Sichot Volume 18, pp. 28-34
E. Element: Wind

F. Mazal (Zodiac): 2°»8n T ’umim — Twins/Gemini



100Rav DovBer Pinson — The Month of Sivan:

The mazal of the twins alludes to co-existence of selflessness and self. Thus, in Sivan we can unite
at Mount Sinai, under our different tribal banners, yet “like one person with one heart” (Rashi on
Shemot 19:2). As individuals and subgroups we may be different, yet we can exist in complete
harmony....In Sivan we reach the ability to have mature, mindful, sensitive relationships and to
make space for others. The personality of the other person is valid and so is mine. This is the month
of the Twins: you and me, beyond the levels of ‘not me’ and ‘only me.” Our receiving of the Torah
was like this mature acceptance of responsibility.

G. Tribe: Zevulun (joining worldly business and spirituality)

11)Devarim 33:18
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And regarding Zevulun he said, ‘‘Rejoice Zevulun at your departure; and Yissachar in your tents.

H. Sense: Walking

12)Rav Yitzchak Ginsburgh: Inner.org

When the Book of Formation describes walking as the sense of the month of Sivan it is referring
not only to physical walking but to the spiritual sense of progress or development. An individual
who possesses a sense of walking has a particular keenness in moving forward and always striving
for more. The Torah was given so that mankind could progress, and as such the Torah is the
ultimate instrument of progress. Without it, we would be relegated to walking around in circles,
unable to discern progress from merely passing time.....Even though angels are higher spiritual
beings, they lack the sense of progress and therefore are called “standers,” indicating their
relatively static stance. In comparison, the Jewish people, who possess souls that received the
Torah at Mt. Sinai are called “walkers.” The sense of walking, or progress, ensures that a person
is always increasing his or her commitment to the Torah and to the Almighty, the Giver of the
Torah.

TABLET ONE TABLET TWO
1. 1 am the L-rd your G-d ... (A) 6. You shall not murder. (C)
2. You shall have no gods ...(A) 7. You shall not commit adultery.(C)

3. You shall not take the name of the L-rd your

G-d in vain ... (B,C) 8. You shall not steal.(C)

4. Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy 9. You shall not bear false witness
...(C) ...(B)

10. You shall not covet your

5. Honor your father and mother ...(C) neighbor's house ...(A)

(Copied from Chabad.org)
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13)Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch

“The demand for the recognition of G-D begins with a demand for the mind (Command #1 and
2: Belief etc.) but it is not satisfied with mere spirit; it demands the expression of this spirit in
letter (action), in control of the word (#3 taking God’s name in vain), of activities (#4
Shabbat) and of the family (#5). The social laws begin with a demand for letter, (action) for
control of deeds and words (murder, adultery, stealing, false witness), but are not satisfied
with letter only, but demand control of spirit and feeling (#10 Do not covet).

“This expresses the important idea: All “religion,” (9ypn> 01X 1) also called “honoring God in
spirit” is worthless if the thought, the idea of God, is not strong enough to exercise its power
practically in the control of our words and doings of our family and social life. Our deeds, our
way of life must first prove that our “religion,” our “honoring of God” is genuine. And on the
other hand all social virtue (y1>anY 0N 3) is worthless and crumbles at the first test, as long
as it aims at letter, at outward correctness, is satisfied with being considered righteous and
honest in the eyes of fellow men, but refuses inner loyalty, does not depend on ... that pure
inner conscience that only God sees and God judges, and which has its root and ... nourishment
only in quiet but constant looking up to God.

“All spirit must be developed into letter, into act. All letter, all acts, must have their source
in spirit. That is the inspiration that hovers over these fundamental ideas of God’s Torah and
fuses the two tablets, the “religious” and the “social,” into one inseparable whole.”

14)Megillah 28b:
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The school of Eliyahu taught: Anyone who studies halakhot every day, he is guaranteed that
he is destined for the World-to-Come, as it is stated: “His ways [halikhot] are eternal”
(Habakkuk 3:6): Do not read the verse as halikhot [ways|; rather, read it as halakhot.
Consequently, the verse indicates that the study of the halakhot brings one to eternal life.

I. Body Part: Left Leg

J. Parshiot: Bamidbar, Naso, Beha’alotcha, Shelach

e Journeying in the desert

e Steady and orderly traveling



