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The Month of Nissan:
A. Names of the Month:
a) Pwxyn wnn - The First Month

1)Shemot, 12:2 _

:MYN PYTNZ DY NIN 11PN DIYIN YN D7 MD VI
This month shall mark for you the beginning of the months; it shall be the first of the months of
the year for you.

2)Rashi, Shemot 12:2
NV NIPR PR (NNDDN) YTN UNI T2 702 UTNNN NPDYI 1D I0N) AYITNI N7 INNID N wINH
w)vbw D 0IY MNP PN RIMY ,DOVIND 1IN Tmb YN 0 MY 17 N Y9 VTN Sy RIVEI R )

He showed him the moon in the first stage of its renewal, and He said to him, “The time when the
moon renews itself thus, shall be unto you the beginning of the month) ."The translation therefore
is: "This stage of renewal (w7r) shall be the moment of beginning the months"; cf. Mekhilta
d'Rabbi Yishmael 12:2:2 .(But no Scriptural verse can lose its literal meaning, and He really spoke
this in reference to the month Nisan: this month shall be the beginning in the order of counting the
months, so that Iyar shall be called the second, Sivan the third.

3)Shemot Rabbah 15:11

DXYTN YNNI 12 2P 111 37}”3 INAYIY ,DN)Y) DOYTN SYN V2 yaP mbwn NIN N2 VITRD wn:nwo
When Hashem chose his world he estabhshed heads of months and years, and when he chose
Yaakov and his children he established the head of the month of redemption.

4)S’forno 12:2

DXWTN YN DY M v1INN, from now on these months will be yours, to do with as you like. This is
by way of contrast to the years when you were enslaved when you had no control over your time or
timetable at all. While you were enslaved, your days, hours, minutes even, were always at the beck
and call of your taskmasters.

b) asaxn wnn - The Month of Spring

S)Devarim, 16 1

Keep the month of sprlng, and make the Passover offerlng to the Lord your God, for in the month
of spring, the Lord, your God, brought you out of Egypt at night.

6) Rashi, Devarim 16:1

Xy 1N‘J oN) YD NNIN NN 12 :l’ﬁ?ﬂ':' J’JNb NN NPV INDY INID OTPN : 222NN YINNN MY
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Keep the month of spring: Heb .1ax Before it [Nissan] arrives, watch that it should be fit for the

,22N ripening [capable of producing ripe ears of barley by the sixteenth of the month], to offer up

in it the omer meal offering. And if not, proclaim it a leap year [thereby enabling you to wait

another month, until the barley ripens]. — [San. 11b]
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7)Rabbeinu Bechaya, Shemot 13:4
23N can be broken down into ax, father of 2, signifying the twelve months of the year. Nissan is

the “father” the source, of the twelve months of the year.

¢) 923 — The Month of Miracles.
e From the Akkadian root “nissanu” — to move or to start

e D) =19 — miracle

8)Rosh Hashana 11a:

2MYD PTNY 1PN VNN P2

in Nisan the Jewish people were redeemed from Egypt; and in Nisan in the future the Jewish
people will be redeemed in the final redemption.

B. Permutation of Hashem’s name: Yud, Hei, Vav, Hei

9)Zohar 2, 186a:
The original sequence of the letters of the four letters of Hashem’s name. This represents a
downward flow of Chessed.

C. Letter of the Month: 9 — Hei

10)Menachot 29b:

DN D2 : NI 7ONINZ” 01PN DN ,7ONIAND XIND) DDYD NITIN NN - ININ NINYD
When the verse states: “These are the generations of the heaven and of the earth when they
were created [behibare’am]” (Genesis 2:4), do not read it as behibare’am, meaning: When they
were created; rather, read it as beheh bera’am, meaning: He created them with the letter 4eh. This
verse demonstrates that the heaven and the earth, i.e., this world, were created with the letter seh,

1YY NIPI NOYV ONDI KXY NNYY N¥IIN D2V ,NITOIND NNITY 291 1rNA NN DN N2 NN N9

2N NNYNA VTN ONT
And for what reason was this world created specifically with the letter heh? It is because the
letter heh, which is open on its bottom, has a similar appearance to a portico, which is open on
one side. And it alludes to this world, where anyone who wishes to leave may leave, i.c., every
person has the ability to choose to do evil. And what is the reason that the left leg of the letter
heh is suspended, i.e., is not joined to the roof of the letter? It is because if one repents, he is
brought back in through the opening at the top.

11)Likkutei Sichot, Volume 1, pages 129-132:

NP versus NINND
Chametz (leavened bread) versus Matzah




12)Rav Yitzchak Ginsburgh — Inner.org:

Maggid—the telling of the story of the Exodus—is the 5th stage of the 15 steps of the seder (the
numerical value of the letter 4ei, which is the phonetic source of all speech). Indeed, even the
telling of the story of the Exodus, the maggid, begins with the word "hei" (hei lachma anya, "this
is the poor-mans bread").

D. Historical Events:

e 1%t of Nissan — Inauguration of the Mishkan — the portable Tabernacle that accompanied the
Jewish people in the desert for 40 years.

e The start of the Spring season when we may recite Birchat Ha’ilanot, the blessing upon
seeing fruit trees in bloom.

e 11™ of Nissan — Birthday of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

e 15%-221 of Nissan - The Holiday of Pesach

E. Element: Fire

13)Rav DovBer Pinson- The Month of Nissan:

Nissan begins the spring and summer months, when the days become hotter, dryer, and less
rainy....Nissan is the month we were drawn out of Egypt, taken from our physical, emotional and
mental state of constriction and brought deeper into freedom and our closeness to Hashem. This
drama ignited our desire and passion towards Hakadosh Baruch Hu....Fire the Arizal teaches, is
also connected with creativity and innovation. Fire and the manipulation of fire is he engine of
human invention.

F. Mazal (Zodiac): n5v -T’leh — Aries/Lamb

14)Rav Yitzchak Ginsburgh (based on Sefer Yetzira)

The lamb symbolizes the Pesach sacrifice, the first sacrifice of the Jewish people to Hashem just
before their redemption. The Jewish people itself is symbolized by a lamb (surrounded by seventy
wolves). Of all of Hashem’s creations, the lamb possesses the innate ability to arouse mercy by its
voice (the origin of the sense of speech of the month of Nisan).

Sheep follow the shepherd — we made the choice to follow Hashem.

G. Tribe: D9’ - Yehudah — Judah

15)Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 1:1

-DD3N2) D292 MYD YUK 192 THNI
The first of Nissan is the Rosh Hashana for kings and for festivals.



16)Rav DovBer Pinson — The Month of Nissan:

Nisan is connected to the tribe of Yehudah. The meaning of the name Yehudah is to give thanks,
alluding to speech. The archetype of kingship, King David... is a descendant of Yehudah. Kingship
also alludes to speech, for a king rules over his people through his words, which are received as
commands: for the word of the king is his rule.” (Koheles 8:47). Nissan initiates the New Year of
Kings (Rosh Hashana 2a). It is thus a new beginning for power and leadership, for creative,
empowered speech, and also for expressing thanks....We became a nation in Nissan, at The
Going out of Egypt; we were birthed as a people in a month connected with Hoda’ah (gratitude) as
this is our collective mission and purpose.

H. Sense: Speech

17)Mishnah Avot 5:1
D27 NI NN Nwya
The world was created with ten utterances.

18)Kuzari 1:37-41:

Four Levels of Creation:
DT inanimate objects
NN vegetation

»n animal life

9271 human being (speaker)

19)Arizal, Sefer Halikutim, Shemot 2
¥y 719 = Ny19 Pharoh = Peh Ra - negative mouth

20)Sotah 11b:

799 N2y — harsh labor
T N9 = 719 — perach = peh rach — weak mouth

21)_Pri Etz Chaim, Sha’ar Chag Hamatzot:1
No N9 = Noa Pesach = Peh Sach - a mouth that speaks

22)Rav DovBer Pinson — The Month of Nissan:

Indeed, the Zohar teaches us that in Egypt the notion of “speech” was in exile (Zohar 2, 25b). A
slave has no voice. The Torah’s account of the People of Israel’s time in Egypt suggests that they
were silent until late in the period of their exile. Perhaps they were too overwhelmed to feel
anything, or perhaps so accustomed to their harsh subservience, that they no longer noticed it
enough to describe or protest it. In any case, they were completely stuck, and not even a cry or
groan could escape their lips. ....The word Haggadah means -telling. During the Seder we speak
at length about our redemption from collective and personal slavery. Thus, each year we receive
the ability to proclaim our freedom on higher and higher levels.




I. Body Part: Right Foot = Chessed
23)Shemot 12:23

PAYHD M ND) NDATDY N NS NINID MRV SY) 9IpYnDdy DTN NN DAY IN 907 1D 13Y)
: 907 DPNAON NIZ

The Lord will pass to smite the Egyptians, and He will see the blood on the lintel and on the two
doorposts, and the Lord will pass over the entrance, and He will not permit the destroyer to enter
your houses to smite [you].

24)Rashi, Shemot 12:23
will pass over. Heb. 1093, and He will have pity. This may also be rendered: and He will skip
over.

J. Parshiot: The first portions of the book of Vayikra which discuss Korbanot- offerings and
issues of ritual purity and impurity.

e The Exodus from Egypt began with the Korban Pesach — Passover Sacrifice.

25)Zohar Chadash, Yitro 31a:
Prior to the Exodus, the Jewish people were on the 49" level of impurity.




