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1)Esther, Chapter 2: 

5.There was a Judean man in Shushan the capital, 

whose name was Mordecai the son of Jair the son of 

Shimei the son of Kish, a Benjamite, 

  

ֹו ה ה ּוְׁשמִ֣ יָרָ֑ ן ַהבִּ י ָהָיָ֖ה ְבׁשּוַׁשִ֣ יׁש ְיהּודִִּ֔ ִ֣ אִּ
יׁש  ִ֥ יׁש אִּ ָ֖ ן־קִּ י בֶּ ִ֛ ְמעִּ ן־ׁשִּ יר בֶּ ִ֧ ן ָיאִּ ִ֣ י בֶּ ַכַ֗ ָמְרדֳּ

י: ִֽ ינִּ  ְימִּ

6who had been exiled from Jerusalem with the exile 

that was exiled with Jeconiah, king of Judah, which 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had exiled. 

  

ר ו ֶׁ֤ ם־  ָהְגָלה֙ ֲאׁשֶּ ם עִּ יִּ ּוָׁשַלִ֔ ירִ֣ ר  ַהגָֹּלה֙ מִּ ִ֣ ֲאׁשֶּ
ה ר  ָהְגְלָתָ֔ ִ֣ ה ֲאׁשֶּ ְך־ְיהּוָדָ֑ לֶּ ִֽ ם ְיָכְנָיִ֣ה מֶּ ָ֖ עִּ
ה ל:  ֶהְגָלָ֔ ִֽ ְך ָבבֶּ לֶּ ִ֥ ר מֶּ ַצָ֖ ּוַכְדנֶּ  ְנבִֽ

7And he had brought up Hadassah, that is Esther, 

his uncle's daughter, for she had neither father nor 

mother, and the maiden was of comely form and of 

comely appearance, and when her father and 

mother died, Mordecai took her to himself for a 

daughter. 

  

ן ז י ֹאמ ֵ֜ ר֙ ַוְיהִִּ֨ יאֶ֙אְסתֵּ ִ֤ ה֙ה  ַבת־ ֶאת־ֲהַדָסָּ֗
ֹו י ֹדדִ֔ ִ֛ ם כִּ ֵ֑ בָ֙ואֵּ ּהָ֙אָ֣ יןָ֙לָ֖ ֵ֥ ה ְיַפת־ אֵּ ְוַהַנֲִֽעָרֶׁ֤

ה  ת ַמְראִֶּ֔ ַא֙ר ְוטֹוַבִ֣ ּהֹתִ֨ ָמָ֔ ְ֙וא  יָה  ֹותָ֙אב ִ֨  ּוְבמִ֤
ת:  ֹו ְלַבִֽ י לָ֖ ַכִ֛ ּה ָמְרדֳּ  ְלָקָחִ֧

8And it came to pass, when the king's order and his 

decree were heard, and when many maidens were 

gathered to Shushan the capital, to the custody of 

Hegai, that Esther was taken to the king's house, to 

the custody of Hegai, keeper of the women. 

  

ץ  ח ָקב ֵ֞ ְבהִּ ֹו ּוִֽ ְ֙ך ְוָדתִ֔ לֶּ ע ְדַבר־ַהמִֶּ֨ ָשַמֶׁ֤ י ְבהִּ ַוְיהִַּ֗
י  ָגָ֑ ל־ַיִ֣ד ה  ה אֶּ יָרָ֖ ן ַהבִּ ל־ׁשּוַׁשִ֥ ֹות אֶּ ֹות ַרבִ֛ ְנָערִ֥
ל־ַיִ֥ד ה   ְך אֶּ לֶּ ית ַהמִֶּ֔ ִ֣ ל־ב  ֙ר אֶּ ְסת  ח אֶּ ָלַקֶׁ֤ י ַותִּ ַגָ֖

ים: ִֽ ר ַהָנׁשִּ ִ֥  ֹׁשמ 

9And the maiden pleased him, and she won his 

favor, and he hastened her ointments and her 

portions to give [them] to her, and the seven 

maidens fitting to give her from the king's house, 

and he changed her and her maidens to the best 

[portions in] the house of the women. 

  

ד ְלָפָני֒ו  ט סֶּ ִ֣ א חֶּ ָשִ֣ יָני֘ו ַותִּ ה ְבע  ב ַהַנֲִֽעָרִ֣ יַטִ֨ ַותִּ
ת  תֶּ ָה֙ ָלִ֣ נֹותִֶּ֨ ת־ָמִֽ יָה ְואֶּ ֶׁ֤ ת־ַתְמרּוקֶּ ל אֶּ ְיַבה ַ֠ ַוַ֠
ּה  ת־ָלָ֖ תֶּ ֹות ָלִֽ ְרֻאיִ֥ ֹות ָהִֽ ַבע ַהְנָערִ֔ ִ֣ ֙ת ׁשֶּ ּה ְוא  ָלִ֔

ֹוב מִּ  יָה ְלטָ֖ ִ֛ ת־ַנֲִֽערֹותֶּ ִָ֧ה ְואֶּ ְך ַוְיַׁשנֶּ לֶּ ָ֑ ית ַהמֶּ ִ֣ ב 
ים: ִֽ ית ַהָנׁשִּ ִ֥  ב 

10Esther did not reveal her nationality or her 

lineage, for Mordecai had ordered her not to reveal 

it. 

  

ּהְ֙וֶאת־י רֶ֙את־ַעָמָ֖ יָדהֶ֙אְסתֵָּ֔ ָ֣ ג  א־ה  ֹֹּֽ ל
א־ ֹֹּֽ ר֙ל יָהֲ֙אֶשֵ֥ ָּוֵ֥הָ֙עֶלָ֖ י֙צ  ַכַ֛ יָ֙מְרדֳּ ִּ֧ ּה֙כ  ֹוַלְדָתֵ֑ מֹֽ

יד: ֹֽ  ַתג 

11And every day, Mordecai would walk about in 

front of the court of the house of the women, to learn 

of Esther's welfare and what would be done to her. 

  

ֹוםויא ָ֖י  ְּבָכל־יָ֣ ְפנ  ְך לִּ ְתַהל ִ֔ ַכ֙י מִּ ֹום ָמְרדֳּ ָויִ֔
ר  ְסת ִ֔ ֹום אֶּ ת־ְׁשלִ֣ ַע֙ת אֶּ ים ָלַדִ֨ ָ֑ ית־ַהָנׁשִּ ִֽ ר ב  ֲחַצִ֣

ּה:  ה ָבִֽ ָ֖ ִָֽעשֶּ  ּוַמה־י 
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12And when each maiden's turn arrived to go to 

King Ahasuerus, after having been treated according 

to the practice prescribed for the women, for twelve 

months, for so were the days of their ointments 

completed, six months with myrrh oil, and six 

months with perfumes, and with the ointments of 

the women. 

  

ל־ יב ֹוא | אֶּ ה ָלבִ֣ ה ְוַנֲִֽעָרֵ֜ יַע ֹת֩ר ַנֲִֽעָרִ֨ ּוְבַהגִִּּ֡
ֹוׁש רַ֗ ְך ֲאַחְׁשו  לֶּ ִ֣ ת ַהמֶּ ּה ְכָדֶׁ֤ ֹות ָלֵ֜ ֩ץ ֱהיִ֨ ק   מִּ

י   ִ֣ ּו ְימ  ְמְלאָ֖ ן יִּ ִ֥ י כ  ִ֛ ׁש כִּ דֶּ ר ֹחִ֔ ִ֣ים ָעָשִ֣ י֙ם ְׁשנ  ַהָנׁשִּ
ר  ן ַהֹמִ֔ מֶּ ִ֣ י֙ם ְבׁשֶּ ָדׁשִּ ה חֳּ ָשֶׁ֤ ן ׁשִּ ָ֑ יהֶּ ּוק  ְמרִֽ
י  ָ֖ ים ּוְבַתְמרּוק  י֙ם ַבְבָשמִִּ֔ ָדׁשִּ ה חֳּ ָשֶׁ֤ ְוׁשִּ

ים: ִֽ  ַהָנׁשִּ

13Then with this the maiden would come to the 

king; whatever she would request would be given to 

her to come with her from the house of the women 

to the king's house. 

  

֩ת ָכל־יג ְך א  לֶּ ָ֑ ל־ַהמֶּ ה אֶּ ה ָבָאִ֣ ַנֲִֽעָרָ֖ ה ַהִֽ ּוָבזֶֶּ֕
ית  ִ֥ ב  ּה מִּ ָמִ֔ ֹוא עִּ ן ָלּ֙ה ָלבִ֣ ִֽ ָנֶׁ֤ת  ר יִּ ר תֹאַמֵ֜ ֲאׁשִֶּ֨

ְך:  לֶּ ִֽ ית ַהמֶּ ִ֥ ים ַעד־ב  ָ֖  ַהָנׁשִּ

14In the evening she would go, and in the morning 

she would return to the second house of the women, 

to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king's chamberlain, 

the guard of the concubines; she would no longer 

come to the king unless the king wanted her, and 

she was called by name. 

  

ל־יד ה אֶּ יא ָׁשָבֵ֞ ִ֣ ר הִּ קֶּ ַבֹבַ֠ ה ּוַ֠ יא ָבָאַ֗ ִ֣ ב | הִּ רֶּ ִ֣ ָבעֶּ
י נִִּ֔ י֙ם ׁש  ית ַהָנׁשִּ ֶׁ֤ יס  ב  ִ֥ ז ְסרִּ ַעְׁשַגִ֛ ל־ַיִ֧ד ַׁשִֽ אֶּ

ֹוא עֹו֙ד  א־ָתבִ֥ ִֹֽ ים ל ָ֑ יַלְגׁשִּ ִֽ ר ַהפִּ ִ֣ ְך ֹׁשמ  לֶּ ָ֖ ַהמֶּ
ה  ְקְרָאִ֥ ְך ְונִּ לֶּ ָ֖ ּה ַהמֶּ ץ ָבִ֛ ִ֥ ם־ָחפ  י אִּ ִ֣ ְך כִּ לֶּ ל־ַהמִֶּ֔ אֶּ

ם: ִֽ  ְבׁש 

15Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of 

Abihail, Mordecai's uncle, who had taken her for a 

daughter, came to go in to the king, she requested 

nothing, except what Hegai the king's chamberlain, 

the guard of the women, would say, and Esther 

obtained grace in the eyes of all who beheld her. 

  

ד  טו ל | ֹדִ֣ יִּ יַחִ֣ ר ַבת־ֲאבִּ ִ֣ ְסת  ר־אֶּ יַע ֹתִֽ ִ֣ ּוְבַהגִּ
ל־ ֹוא אֶּ ת ָלבִ֣ ֹו ְלַבֵ֜ ַקח־לִ֨ ֩ר ָלִֽ י ֲאׁשֶּ ַכִּ֡ ָמְרדֳּ

ר  ִ֥ ת־ֲאׁשֶּ ם אֶּ ִ֣ י אִּ ר כִַּ֠ ְקָׁש֙ה ָדָבִ֔ א בִּ ֶֹׁ֤ ְך ל לֶּ ַהמֶַּ֗
י ְס  ַגִ֥ ר ה  ים יֹאַמִ֛ ָ֑ ר ַהָנׁשִּ ִ֣ ְך ֹׁשמ  לֶּ ָ֖ יס־ַהמֶּ ִֽ רִּ

יָה: ִֽ ָ֖י ָכל־ֹראֶּ ינ  ן ְבע  את ח ִ֔ ִ֣ ֙ר ֹנש  ְסת  י אֶּ ֶׁ֤  ַוְתהִּ

16So Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, to his 

royal house in the tenth month, which is the month 

of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 

  

רטז חֶ֙אְסתֵֵּּ֜ ָלַקִ֨ לֶּ  ַות  ֶׁ֤ ל־ַהמֶּ רֹוׁ֙ש אֶּ ְך ֲאַחְׁשו 
י הּוא־ ָ֖ ירִּ ֲעשִּ ׁש ָהִֽ דֶּ ֹו ַבֹחִ֥ ית ַמְלכּותִ֔ ִ֣ ל־ב  אֶּ

ֹו: ַבע ְלַמְלכּותִֽ ָ֖ ְׁשַנת־ׁשֶּ ת בִּ ָ֑ ב  ׁש ט  דֶּ  ֹחִ֣

17And the king loved Esther more than all the 

women, and she won grace and favor before him 

more than all the maidens, and he placed the royal 

crown on her head and made her queen instead of 

Vashti. 

  

ים יז ָכל־ַהָנׁשִִּ֔ ֙ר מִּ ְסת  ת־אֶּ ְך אֶּ לֶּ ֶׁ֤ ב ַהמֶּ ֱִֽאַהִ֨ ַויֶּ
ֹות  ָכל־ַהְבתּולָ֑ ד ְלָפָנָ֖יו מִּ סֶּ ִ֛ ן ָוחֶּ ִ֥ ָשא־ח  ַותִּ

ּה ַויַ  ר־ַמְלכּו֙ת ְברֹאָׁשִ֔ תֶּ ִֽ ם כֶּ ָה ַוָיֶׁ֤שֶּ ָ֖ יכֶּ ְמלִּ
י: ִֽ ַחת ַוְׁשתִּ  ַתִ֥

18And the king made a great banquet for all his 

princes and his servants, even Esther's feast, and he 

granted a release to the provinces and gave gifts 

according to the bounty of the king. 

  

ֹול ְלָכל־ָשָרי֙ו יח ה ָגדַ֗ ִ֣ ְׁשתֶּ ְך מִּ לֶּ ַעש ַהמֵֶּ֜ ַוַיִ֨
ה  ֲהָנָחֶׁ֤ ר ַוִֽ ָ֑ ְסת  ה אֶּ ִ֣ ְׁשת  ת מִּ ָ֖ יו א  ֲעָבָדִ֔ ַוִֽ

ה ינֹו֙ת ָעָשִ֔ ְך: ַלְמדִּ לֶּ ִֽ ת ְכַיִ֥ד ַהמֶּ ָ֖ ן ַמְשא  ִ֥ ת   ַויִּ
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19And when the maidens were gathered a second 

time, and Mordecai was sitting in the king's gate 
  

ב יט ִ֥ י יׁש  ַכָ֖ ָ֑ית ּוָמְרדֳּ נִּ ֹות ׁש  ץ ְבתּולָ֖ ִ֥ ָקב  ּוְבהִּ
ְך: לֶּ ִֽ ַער־ַהמֶּ  ְבַׁשִֽ

20Esther would not tell her lineage or her 

nationality, as Mordecai had commanded her, for 

Esther kept Mordecai's orders as she had when she 

was raised by him. 

  

ֹוַלְדתָ כ ת מִֽ ֶּ֤דֶּ ֶׁ֤ ר ַמגֶּ ְסת ַ֗ ין אֶּ ִ֣ ּה א  ת־ַעָמִ֔ ּ֙ה ְואֶּ
ר  ֲאַמֶׁ֤ ת־ַמִֽ י ְואֶּ ָכָ֑ יָה ָמְרדֳּ ָ֖ ָּוִ֥ה ָעלֶּ ר צִּ ִ֛ ֲאׁשֶּ ַכִֽ

ה ְבָאְמָנָ֖ה   ְיָתִ֥ ר ָהִֽ ִ֛ ֲאׁשֶּ ה ַכִֽ ר ֹעָשִ֔ ִ֣ ְסת  ַכ֙י אֶּ ָמְרדֳּ
ֹו: תִֽ  אִּ

21In those days, when Mordecai was sitting in the 

king's gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king's 

chamberlains, of the guards of the threshold, became 

angry and sought to lay a hand on King Ahasuerus. 

  

ם כא ים ָהה ִ֔ ִ֣ ַער־ַבָימִּ בְ֙בַשֹֽ ָ֣ י֙יֹושֵּ ַכָ֖ ּוָמְרדֳּ
ֶלְך י  ַהֶמֵ֑ ֶׁ֤ יס  רִּ י־ָסִֽ ׁש ְׁשנ  רֶּ ן ָותֵֶּ֜ ְגָתִ֨ ָקַצ֩ף בִּ

ד  ַח ָיִ֔ ְׁשלִ֣ ף ַוְיַבְקׁשּ֙ו לִּ י ַהַסִ֔ ִ֣ ְמר  ֹשִֽ ְ֙ך מִּ לֶּ ַהמִֶּ֨
ֹרׁש:  ִֽ ְך ֲאַחְׁשו  לֶּ ָ֖  ַבמֶּ

22And the matter became known to Mordecai, and 

he told [it] to Queen Esther, and Esther told [it] to 

the king in Mordecai's name. 

  

ר כב ִ֣ ְסת  ד ְלאֶּ ָ֖ י ַוַיג  ַכִ֔ ע ַהָדָב֙ר ְלָמְרדֳּ ָּוַדֶׁ֤ ַויִּ
ם  ִ֥ ְך ְבׁש  לֶּ ָ֖ ר ַלמֶּ ִ֛ ְסת  ר אֶּ אמֶּ ִֹ֧ ה ַות ַהַמְלָכָ֑

י: ָכִֽ  ָמְרדֳּ

23And the matter was investigated and found [to be 

so], and they were both hanged on a gallows, and it 

was written in the diary [that was read] before the 

king. 

  

ׁש ַהדָ כג ם ַעל־ַוְיֻבַקֶׁ֤ ָ֖ יהֶּ ּו ְׁשנ  ָתלִ֥ א ַויִּ ָמצ ִ֔ ָב֙ר ַויִּ
ִ֥ ְפנ  ים לִּ ָ֖ י ַהָימִּ ִ֥ ְבר  ר דִּ פֶּ ִ֛ ב ְבס  ָכת ַ֗ ץ ַויִּ ָ֑  ע 

 

2)Megilla 12b: 

There was a certain Jew in Shushan the castle, whose name was Mordecai the son of Jair 

the son of Shimei the son of Kish, a Benjamite” (Esther 2:5). The Gemara asks: What is it 

conveying in the verse by saying the names of Mordecai’s ancestors? If the verse in fact 

comes to trace his ancestry, it should continue tracing his lineage back all the way to 

Benjamin, the founder of his tribe. Rather, what is different about these names that they 

deserve special mention?  

The Gemara answers: A Sage taught the following baraita: All of them are names by 

which Mordecai was called. He was called “the son of Jair” because he was the son who 

enlightened [heir] the eyes of all of the Jewish people with his prayers; “the son of 

Shimei” because he was the son whom God heard [shama] his prayers; “the son of 

Kish” because he knocked [hikish] on the gates of mercy and they were opened to him.  

3)The Kol Menachem Megilla: 

According to the Talmud, Mordechai’s lineage is traced by the megillah to highlight his 

prowess in prayer….This is surprising, when, classically, Mordechai is known for his vast 

Torah wisdom more than for prolonged or ecstatic prayer. He was famous both as a 
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member of the Sanhedrin, the highest Rabbinical court, and a member of the Great 

Assembly…. His sense of “inadequacy fostered during times of prayer only served to 

enhance his decisiveness and competence as a legal decisor, as humility broadened his 

intellectual horizons and brought him closer to Hashem, the author of the Torah (Based 

on Ma’amer, Shushan Purim 5734). 

 

4)Megilla 12b: 

The Gemara points out a contradiction: Mordecai is referred to as a “Jew [Yehudi],” 

apparently indicating that he came from the tribe of Judah, but in the continuation of the 

verse he is called “Benjamite” [Yemini], which indicates that he came from the tribe of 

Benjamin. Rav Naḥman said: Mordecai was crowned with honorary names. Yehudi is 

one such honorary epithet, due to its allusion to the royal tribe of Judah, but it is not 

referring to Mordecai’s tribal affiliation. Rabba bar bar Ḥana said that Rabbi Yehoshua 

ben Levi said an alternative explanation: Mordecai’s father was from the tribe of 

Benjamin, and his mother was from the tribe of Judah…. 

 

 

5)Megilla 13a: 

Rabbi Yoḥanan said a different explanation of the verse: Actually, Mordecai came from 

the tribe of Benjamin. Why, then, was he referred to as Yehudi? On account of the fact 

that he repudiated idol worship, for anyone who repudiates idolatry is called Yehudi. 

It is understood here in the sense of yiḥudi, one who declares the oneness of God, as it is 

written: “There are certain Jews [Yehuda’in] whom thou hast appointed over the affairs 

of the province of Babylonia, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these men, O king, 

have not regarded you: They serve not your gods, nor worship the golden image which 

you have set up” (Daniel 3:12). These three individuals were in fact Hananiah, Mishael, 

and Azariah, who were not all from the tribe of Judah but are referred to as Yehuda’in 

because they repudiated idol worship. 

 

 

6)Rashi, Esther 2:5 

A Judean man: because he was exiled with the exile of Judah; all those who were exiled 

with the kings of Judah were called ְיהּוִדים [Judeans, Jews] among the nations, even if 

they were from another tribe. 

7)B’reishit 30:35 

She conceived again and bore a son, and declared, “This time I will praise Hashem.” 

Therefore she named him Yehuda. Then she stopped bearing. 
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8)S’fat Emet: 

The term “Yehudi” (derived from Judah, the 4th son of Jacob) has become a synonym for 

Jew. Yehudah’s mother gave him that name because, as she said “I will praise G-d.” 

Yehudah is thus a declaration that Jews always praise G-d, hence the common name 

Yehudi regardless of tribal origin. 

9)Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi: 

Mordechai is the administrator of the “Judean” dedication distributing it to his people, 

bolstering their own capacity for self effacing submission to G-d. The success of his 

education is evidenced by the fact that the people are also referred to as “Judeans” 

throughout the Megilla. They, too, like Mordechai, assumed the identity of “Judean” 

(Copied from: The Book of Esther, Kehot Publication Society). 

 

10)Meam Loez: 

Mordechai a descendant of Benjamin deserved to be instrumental in saving the Jewish 

people because Benjamin was the only brother who did not participate in the selling of 

Joseph  into bondage. 

….Mordechai was a descendant of King Saul and thus was instrumental in correcting 

Saul’s iniquity of allowing Agag to excape and beget a son who was the forefather of 

Haman. 

 

11)The Kol Menachem Megilla: 

Moredechai was sitting at the king’s gate: Here was a Jew, exiled from Jerusalem to a 

foreign land, and yet in the course of just a few years, he found himself in a position of 

influence over a far-reaching empire spanning 127 provinces. The Megillah is teaching us 

that if Divine providence grants you some measure of influence over a community, town, 

city, state or country, you must sense it as a calling from Above, responding with 

boldness and certainty in every effort to promote the values of Judaism. There is no room 

for doubt or speculation. G-d is speaking to you personally through providence (Based 

on Sicha of Purim 5744). 
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12)Esther, Chapter 4: 

And Mordecai knew all that had transpired, and 

Mordecai rent his clothes and put on sackcloth and 

ashes, and he went out into the midst of the city and 

cried [with] a loud and bitter cry. 

  

הא רַ֙נֲֹֽעָשָ֔ ֶ֙את־ָכל־ֲאֶשָ֣ יָ֙יַדע  ַכָּ֗ ע  ּוָמְרדֳּ ְקַרֶׁ֤ ַויִּ
֙א  צ  ר ַוי  פֶּ ָ֑ ק ָוא  ׁש ַשָ֖ ְלַבִ֥ יו ַויִּ ת־ְבָגָדִ֔ ַכ֙י אֶּ ָמְרדֳּ

יר  ֹוְך ָהעִִּ֔ הְבתִ֣ הּ֙וָמָרֹֽ הְ֙גדֹוָלָ֖ קְ֙זָעָקֵ֥ ְזַעַ֛  :ַוי 

 

13)Rashi, Esther 4:1 

And Mordecai knew all that had transpired: The Master of Dreams told him that the 

celestial beings had concurred about it, because they had prostrated themselves to an 

image in the days of Nebuchadnezzar and because they had enjoyed Ahasuerus’s feast. 

14)Rabbi J.B. Soloveitchik: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15)Megilla, Chapter 10: 

3.For Mordecai the Jew was viceroy to King 

Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews and was 

found favorable by a majority of his brethren; He 

sought goodness for his people and spoke up for the 

welfare of all their children. 

  

ְך ג לֶּ ִ֣ ֙ה ַלמֶּ ְׁשנֶּ י מִּ י ַהְיהּודִַּ֗ ַכִ֣ י | ָמְרדֳּ ִ֣ כִּ
ֹוׁש רִ֔ ב ֲאַחְׁשו  ּוי ְלֹרִ֣ ים ְוָרצָ֖  ְוָגדֹול֙ ַלְיהּודִִּ֔

ֹום ְלָכל־ ר ָׁשלָ֖ ִ֥ ֹו ְוֹדב  ׁש טֹו֙ב ְלַעמִ֔ ִ֥ יו ֹדר  ָחָ֑ אֶּ
ֹו  :ַזְרעִֽ

 

16)Maharal: 

The verse references three types of people and Mordechai’s relationship with each: 

Among his brethren, his elite peers of the Sanhedrin, he was mostly found favorable… he 

sought goodness for all his people, the common folk; and he spoke up for the welfare of his 

children, those who are most vulnerable and cannot speak for themselves. 

https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16477#v1
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Esther: 
1)Talmud, Megila 13a: 

The verse states: “And he had brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther” (Esther 2:7). She is 

referred to as “Hadassah” and she is referred to as “Esther.” What was her real name? 

It is taught in a baraita that the Sages differed in their opinion as to which was in fact her 

name and which one was a description: Rabbi Meir says: Esther was her real name. Why 

then was she called Hadassah? On account of the righteous, who are called myrtles 

[hadassim], and so it states: “And he stood among the myrtles [hahadassim]” 

(Zechariah 1:8).  

Rabbi Yehuda differs and says: Hadassah was her real name. Why then was she called 

Esther? Because she concealed [masteret] the truth about herself, as it is stated: “Esther 

had not yet made known her kindred nor her people” (Esther 2:20).  

Rabbi Neḥemya concurs and says: Hadassah was her real name. Why then was she 

called Esther? This was her non-Hebrew name, for owing to her beauty the nations of 

the world called her after Istahar, Venus. Ben Azzai says: Esther was neither tall nor 

short, but of average size like a myrtle tree, and therefore she was called Hadassah, the 

Hebrew name resembling that myrtle tree. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korḥa said: Esther was 

called Hadassah because she was greenish, having a pale complexion like a myrtle, but 

a cord of Divine grace was strung around her, endowing her with a beautiful appearance. 

The verse initially states with regard to Esther: “For she had neither father nor mother” 

(Esther 2:7). Why do I need to be told in the continuation of the verse: “And when her 

father and mother were dead, Mordecai took her for his own daughter”? Rav Aḥa said: 

This repetition indicates that when her mother became pregnant with her, her father 

died, and when she gave birth to her, her mother died, so that she did not have a mother 

or a father for even a single day.  

The verse states: “And when her father and mother were dead, Mordecai took her for 

his own daughter” (Esther 2:7). A tanna taught a baraita in the name of Rabbi Meir: Do 

not read the verse literally as for a daughter [bat], but rather read it as for a home [bayit]. 

This indicates that Mordecai took Esther to be his wife.  

2)Talmud, Megillah 13b. 

In the merit of her modesty, Rachel became the ancestor of Shaul; in the merit of his 

modesty, Shaul became the ancestor of Esther. 

 

 

https://btfiloh-my.sharepoint.com/Esther.2.7
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3)C.S. Lewis 

Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it means thinking of yourself less. 

 

4)Talmud, Megillah 15a 

Whoever reports a saying in the name of he who said it brings redemption to the world. 

As it is stated with respect to the incident of Bigthan and Teresh: “And Esther reported 

it to the king in the name of Mordecai” (Esther 2:22), and this eventually brought 

redemption, as Mordecai was later rewarded for saving the king’s life, paving the way 

for the miraculous salvation. 

 

5)Esther, 4:14 

For if you remain silent at this time, relief and 

rescue will arise for the Jews from elsewhere, and 

you and your father's household will perish; and 

who knows whether at a time like this you will 

attain the kingdom?" 

  

י יד ִ֣ ַוח  כִּ ִ֣ ת ַהזֹא֒ת רֶּ ִ֣ ֘י ָבע  יׁשִּ ֘ ֲחרִּ ׁש ַתִֽ ִ֣ ֲחר  ם־ַהִֽ אִּ
ר  ֹום ַאח ִ֔ ָמקִ֣ י֙ם מִּ ֹוד ַלְיהּודִּ ה ַיֲִֽעמֶׁ֤ ְוַהָצָלֵ֞

ת  ִ֣ ם־ְלע  ַע אִּ י יֹוד ִ֔ ִ֣ דּו ּומִּ ָ֑ יְך תֹאב  ָ֖ ית־ָאבִּ ִֽ ְת ּוב  ְוַאִ֥
ּות:  ַעְת ַלַמְלכִֽ ַגָ֖ את הִּ ִֹ֔  ָכז

 

6)Talmud, Yevamot 88a 

 .Being silent shows you agree  - ושתיקה כהודאה

 

7)The Book of Esther, Kehot Publication Society: 

Relief and Salvation will arise for the Jews from another source, he challenged. This isn’t 

about you being the only hope for the Jews. G-d will find a way to save His people. This 

is about the purpose for your existence, the very reason for the direction your life has 

taken. The Talmud says that although every Jew is expected to fulfill every Mitzvah, each 

soul is given one Mitzvah to cherish and observe zealously. The Mitzvah given to you 

may seem unfamiliar. It may not neatly fit into your self conception. But, for reasons 

beyond our understanding, G-d gives it to you to hone and perfect.  

Mordechai was telling Esther that regardless of whether it seemed logical or not, this was 

her soul’s purpose. Who knows, says Mordechai, perhaps you have attained your royal 

position for just such a crisis. He uses the expression “who knows,” because the destiny 

wedded to each soul is a  Divine mystery beyond our ken. 
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8)Esther, Chapter 4 

15.Then Esther ordered to reply to Mordecai:   י:טו ָכִֽ ל־ָמְרדֳּ ִֽ יב אֶּ ִ֥ ר ְלָהׁשִּ ָ֖ ְסת  ר אֶּ אמֶּ ִֹ֥  ַות

16"Go, assemble all the Jews who are present in 

Shushan and fast on my behalf, and neither eat nor 

drink for three days, day and night; also I and my 

maidens will fast in a like manner; then I will go to 

the king contrary to the law, and if I perish, I 

perish." 

  

ים טז ִ֣ ְמְצאִּ ים ַהנִּ ת־ָכל־ַהְיהּודִֵּ֜ ֹוס אֶּ ְ֩ך ְכנִ֨ ל 
ּו  ְׁשתֵ֜ ּו ְוַאל־תִּ אְכלִ֨ ִֹֽ י ְוַאל־ת ַלַ֠ ּומּו ָעַ֠ ן ְוצִ֣ ְבׁשּוָׁשַ֗

י ְוַנִֽ  ִ֥ ֹום ַגם־ֲאנִּ ְיָלה ָויִ֔ י֙ם ַלִ֣ ת ָימִּ ׁשֶּ י ְׁשלֶׁ֤ ֲעֹרַתָ֖
א־ ִֹֽ ר ל ִ֣ ְ֙ך ֲאׁשֶּ לֶּ ל־ַהמִֶּ֨ ֹוא אֶּ ן ָאבֶׁ֤ ן ּוְבכ ֵ֞ ָ֑ ּום כ  ָאצִ֣

י: ְדתִּ י ָאָבִֽ ְדתִּ ר ָאַבָ֖ ִ֥ ֲאׁשֶּ ת ְוַכִֽ  ַכָדִ֔

17So Mordecai passed and did according to all that 

Esther had commanded him. 
  

ר ָמְרָדָכָ֑ יז ֶַּ֤יֲִֽעֹבָ֖ ה ַוִֽ ְּוָתִ֥ ר־צִּ ל ֲאׁשֶּ ַעש ְכֹכִ֛ י ַוַיֶ֕
ר: ִֽ ְסת  יו אֶּ  ָעָלָ֖

 

9)Megilla 15a: 

And Esther further said: “And if I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:16). What she meant was: 

Just as I was lost to my father’s house ever since I was brought here, so too, shall I be 

lost to you, for after voluntarily having relations with Ahasuerus, I shall be forever 

forbidden to you. 

 

10)Esther, Chapter 5 

1Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther 

clothed herself regally, and she stood in the inner 

court of the king's house, opposite the king's house, 

and the king was sitting on his royal throne in the 

royal palace, opposite the entrance of the house. 

  

֙ר א ְסת  ׁש אֶּ ְלַבֶׁ֤ י ַותִּ יׁשִַּ֗ ֹום ַהְשלִּ י | ַביִ֣ ִ֣ ַוְיהִּ
ְך֙  לֶּ ית־ַהמִֶּ֨ ִֽ ר ב  ֲחַצֶׁ֤ ד ַבִֽ ֲעֹמֵ֞ ַתִֽ ּות ַוִֽ ית  ַמְלכִ֔ ימִִּ֔  ַהְפנִּ

א  ֶׁ֤ ס  ב ַעל־כִּ ְך יֹוׁש ֵ֞ לֶּ ַ֠ ַהמֶּ ְך ְוַ֠ לֶּ ָ֑ ית ַהמֶּ ִ֣ ַכח ב  ֹנָ֖
ת: יִּ ַתח ַהָבִֽ ִ֥ ַכח פֶּ ּות ֹנָ֖ ית ַהַמְלכִ֔ ִ֣  ַמְלכּותֹ֙ו ְבב 

11)Rashi, Esther 5:1 

regally: regal clothing. But our Sages said (Meg. 15a) that divine inspiration enwrapped 

her. 

12)Esther, Chapter 9 

32Now Esther's order confirmed these matters of 

Purim, and it was inscribed in the book. 
  

ה  לב לֶּ ָ֑ ים ָהא  ָ֖ י ַהֻפרִּ ִ֥ ְבר  ם דִּ ַיֶ֕ ר קִּ ְסת ִ֔ ר אֶּ ֲאַמִ֣ ּוַמִֽ
ר:  פֶּ ִֽ ב ַבס  ְכָתָ֖  ְונִּ

 

13)Megilla 7a: 
Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda said: Esther sent to the Sages: Establish me for future generations. Esther 

requested that the observance of Purim and the reading of the Megilla be instituted as an ordinance for all 

generations. They sent to her: You will thereby arouse the wrath of the nations upon us, as the Megilla 

recounts the victory of the Jews over the gentiles, and it is best not to publicize that victory. She sent back 

to them: I am already written in the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia, and so the Megilla will 

not publicize anything that is not already known worldwide. 
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