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INTRODUCTION: THE PROPHECY 

 
1)Jeremiah 25:11-12 

… And these nations will serve the king of Babylon for seventy years. And it shall be, 

when seventy years are complete, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, 

says the Lord, for their sin, and the land of the Chaldeans, and I shall make it desolate 

forever. 
 

2)Jeremiah 29:10 

For thus said Hashem: When Babylon’s seventy years are over, I will take note of you, 

and I will fulfill to you My promise of kindness —to bring you back to this place. 
 

3)Daniel 9:2 

In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, contemplated the calculations, the number of years 

about which the word of Hashem came to Jeremiah the prophet,  to complete the 70 years 

since the ruin of Jereusalem. 
 

4)Megilla 12A 

Daniel also made a mistake in this calculation, as it is written, "In the first year of his 

reign, I Daniel meditated in the books [etc.]" (Daniel 9:2). From his use of the words "I 

meditated," we can infer that he [at first] made a mistake. 

 
Calendar: 

Year Event 

3318 Nevuchadnetzar assumes the throne of Babylon 

3319 Nevuchadnetzar conquers Yehoyakim, king of Judea  and exiles 

the youth.  The Jewish land becomes a vassal state of Babylon. 

3327 Nevuchadnetzar exiles Yehoyachin, along the royal family, 

Torah scholars, and civil and military leadership. 

3338 Nevuchadnetzar destroys the Beit Hamikdash and exiles the rest 

of the  Jewish nation. 

3389 Belshazzar miscalculates the 70 years from Nevuchadnetzar’s 

conquest. He celebrates and dies. 



2 
 

3390 Cyrus orders the construction of the Beit Hamikdash (which is 70 

years from the first stage of galut/exile) 

3392 Achashverosh becomes king and orders the cessation of the 

building of the Beit Hamikdash 

3395 Achashverosh calculates the 70 years are over. (He counted 70 

years from when Yehoyachin and the leading scholars were 

exiled) Achashverosh makes a party in the 3rd year of his reign. 

Although only 68 calendar years have elapsed, he follows the 

ancient royal custom of counting a fraction of a year as a full 

year. 

3406 Achashverosh dies and is succeeded by Darius, son of Esther 

3408 Darius orders the construction of the Beit Hamikdash again. It is 

70 years since the destruction of the Temple. 

 

WHO WAS ACHASHVEROSH? 

 

5)Rashi, Esther 1:1 

He was [the] Achashverosh. He was equally wicked from beginning to end. 

 

Who reigned. He reigned on his own, and was not of royal seed. 

 

6)Megilla 11A 

And when these days were fulfilled (Esther 1:5). Rav and Shmuel, One said he was a clever king, 

and the other said that he was a foolish king. The one who said he was a clever king said that he 

did well in entertaining his distant subjects first, because he could win over the inhabitants of his 

own city any time he wished. The one who held that he was foolish says that he ought to have 

entertained the inhabitants of his city first, so that if the others rebelled against him, these would 

have supported him. 

7)THE AGENDA OF THE PARTY: 

 
a)To celebrate the downfall of the Jewish people  

Megilla 12a: 

When he showed the riches of his glorious kingdom (Esther 1:4): R. Yose b. Hanina said: 

This shows that he arrayed himself in priestly robes. It is written here, “And the riches of 

his glorious [tif’eret] kingdom,” and it is written elsewhere [in connection with the priestly 

garments], “For splendor and for glory, [tif’eret]” (Exodus 28:2). 

 

 

 



3 
 

Megilla 12b: 

The verse states: “And they gave them drink in vessels of gold, the vessels being diverse 

[shonim] from one another” (Esther 1:7). The Gemara asks: Why does the verse use the 

term shonim to express that they are different? It should have said the more proper term 

meshunim. Rava said: A Divine Voice issued forth and said to them: The early ones, 

referring to Belshazzar and his people, were destroyed because they used these vessels, 

the vessels of the Temple, and yet you use them again [shonim]? 

 
b)To demonstrate his unlimited power  

 Malbim, Esther Chapter 1:(Tranlsated by Rabbi Jonathan Taub) 

And after he conquered all these countries, in order to consolidate his power, he married 

Vashti, a descendant of Nevuchadnetzar, [the former emperor of the Babylonian empire], 

and heiress to the throne. Now his position was doubly assured. His wife was successor 

to the throne and he, himself, had conquered the empire. If his claim to power rested on 

his conquest, his dominion would be unlimited; if, however, it was based on his wife’s 

claim to the throne, the monarch’s power would be limited. Originally, the provinces of 

the empire had acceded to Achashverosh’s dominion in the belief tht his claim to power 

rested on his wife’s inheritance of the throne and his monarchy was consequently, limited 

in power. Achashverosh, though, wanted limitless power, and this was his prime motive 

in moving the capital city to Shushan, in hosting his huge banquet, and in commanding 

Vashti to appear before him. 

Malbim, Esther Chapter 1: (Tranlsated by Rabbi Jonathan Taub) 

At the outset of his rule, his power was so strong that he decided to move the royal 

residence from Bayblon to Shushan. This would achieve two aims. First, it would show 

that he intended to rule with unlimited power and was not afraid of public displeasure at 

the change of location. Second, it would demonstrate his “eminent status.” Generally, 

when a commoner accedes to the throne, it is an honor for him to be able to sit on the same 

throne as his royal predecessors. He would not construct a new one for himself because 

doing so would deprive him of the honor that the old throne conferred. Achashverosh, 

however, was so arrogant that he ignored all his predecessors, constructing a new throne 

and moving the capital city to Shushan. This demonstrated that it was not public consent 

that gave him dominion over his kingdom, but his conquest.  

 

In order to rule with absolute power, Achashverosh displayed the wealth of his 

glorious kingdom as if it belonged to him, available for his own personal use through 

his accession to the throne. 

 

 

 

 

 

/Esther.1.7
/topics/rava
/topics/belshazzar
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8)Esther, Chapter 1 

1Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus -- 

he was the Ahasuerus who reigned from Hodu to 

Cush, one hundred twenty-seven provinces. 

  

י א ֵ֣ ימ  י בִּ ִ֖ ֵו֑רֹוש ֣הּוא  ַוְיהִּ ֲאַחשְׁ
ֵו֗רֹוש ּוׁש   ֲאַחשְׁ ּדּו ְוַעד־כּ֔ הֵֹּ֣ ךְ֙ מ  ַהמֹּל 

ָֽה: ינ  ה ְמדִּ ִ֖ א  ים ּומ  ִ֥ ַבע ְוֶעְשרִּ  ֶׁשֶׁ֛

2In those days, when King Ahasuerus sat on the 

throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan the 

capital. 

  

ֶלך ב ֶבת | ַהֶמֵ֣ ם ְכֶׁשֵ֣ ֵ֑ ה  ים ה  ִ֖ ַבי מִּ
ר   ֹו ֲאֶׁשִ֖ א ַמְלכּותּ֔ ֵ֣ ס  ל כִּ ֗רֹוׁש ַעַ֚ ֲאַחְׁשו 

ה: ָֽ יר  ן ַהבִּ שּוַשַׁ֥  בְׁ

3In the third year of his reign, he made a banquet 

for all his princes and his servants, the army of 

Persia and Media, the nobles, and the princes of the 

provinces [who were] before him. 

  

ה  ג ְׁשֶתּ֔ ה מִּ ֵ֣ ש  ֹו ע  ְלכּ֔ לֹוׁשְ֙ ְלמ  ְׁשַנַ֤ת ׁש  בִּ
י   ַד֗ ס ּומ  ַרֵ֣ יל | פ  ֵ֣ יו ח  ֵ֑ ד  ֲעב  יו ַוָֽ ִ֖ ר  ל־ש  ְלכ 
ָֽיו: נ  ֹות ְלפ  ינִ֖ י ַהְמדִּ ִ֥ ר  ים ְוש  ֶׁ֛ ַפְרְתמִּ  ַהָֽ

4When he showed the riches of his glorious 

kingdom, and the splendor of his excellent 

majesty, many days, yea one hundred and eighty 

days. 

  

ֹו  ד ֹוד ַמְלכּותּ֔ ְבַהְראֹּ֗תֹו ֶאת־֨עֶׁשרְ֙ ְכבֵ֣
֑תֹו דּול  ֶרת גְׁ ֶאֶ֖ פְׁ ר תִּ ק ָ֔ ת־יְׁ ֶאֶ֨ ים   וְׁ ֵ֣ י מִּ
ֹום: ת יָֽ ִ֥ים ּוְמַאִ֖ ים ְׁשמֹונִּ  ַרבִּּ֔

5And when these days were over, the king made 

for all the people present in Shushan the capital, for 

[everyone] both great and small, a banquet for 

seven days, in the court of the garden of the king's 

orchard. 

  

ֹואת כתיב( |  ה ְמלֵ֣ אֹות )ּובִּ ְמלֵ֣ ּובִּ
ל־ כ  ֶלך ְלָֽ ה ַהֶמֶּ֡ ֵ֣ ש  ֶלה ע  א ֗ ים ה  ֵ֣ ַהי מִּ
ה   ָ֜ יר  ן ַהבִּ י֩ם ְבׁשּוַׁש֨ ְמְצאִּ ם ַהנִּ ֵ֣ ע  ה 

 ֶׁ֛ ט  ָּ֧דֹול ְוַעד־ק  ג  ת  ְלמִּ ְבַעֵ֣ ה ׁשִּ ְׁשֶתִ֖ ן מִּ
ֶלך: ן ַהֶמָֽ יַתִ֖ ַנִ֥ת בִּ ר גִּ ֲחַצַ֕ ים ַבָֽ ֵ֑  י מִּ

6[There were spreads of] white, fine cotton, and 

blue, embroidered with cords of linen and purple, 

on silver rods and marble columns; couches of gold 

and silver, on a pavement of green, white, shell, and 

onyx marble. 

  

י־ו חּוזְ֙ ְבַחְבל  ֶלת א  ס ּוְתכ ֗ חּור | ַכְרַפֵ֣
ּוץ ְוַאְרג   י  בֵ֣ ּוד  ֶסף ְוַעמֵ֣ י ֶכִ֖ יל  ִ֥ ן ַעל־ְגלִּ מ ּ֔

ת   ְצַפִ֥ ָֽ ל רִּ ֶסף ַעֶׁ֛ ֶכ֗ ב ו  ֵ֣ ה  ֹות | ז  טֵ֣ ׁש מִּ ֵ֑ ׁש 
ֶרת: ָֽ ר ְוסֹּח  ׁש ְוַדִ֥ ִ֖ ׁש  ַהט־ו   ַבָֽ

7And they gave them to drink in golden vessels, 

and the vessels differed from one another, and 

royal wine was plentiful according to the bounty of 

the king. 

  

ב ז ה ּ֔ י ז  ֵ֣ ְכל  ים  ְוַהְׁשקֹותְ֙ בִּ ֶ֖ ֵכלִּ וְׁ
֑ים  ים שֹונִּ ֣ ֵכלִּ ב ְכַיִ֥ד   מִּ ִ֖ ּות ר  ִ֥ין ַמְלכֶׁ֛ ְוי 

ֶלך:  ַהֶמָֽ

8And the drinking was according to the law [with] 

no one coercing, for so had the king ordained upon 

every steward of his house, to do according to every 

man's wish. 

  

ן |  ח ֵ֣ י־כ  ֵ֑ס כִּ נ  ין אֹּ ֵ֣ ת א  ִ֖ ִ֥ה ַכּד  י  ְוַהְשתִּ
ֹות   ֲעשִ֖ ֹו ַלָֽ יתּ֔ ב ב  ל־ַרֵ֣ ל כ  ֶלך ַעַ֚ ד ַהֶמ֗ ַסֵ֣ יִּ

יׁש: ָֽ אִּ יׁש־ו  ָֽ ֹון אִּ ְרצִ֥  כִּ

https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v2
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v2
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v3
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v3
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v5
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v5
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v6
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v6
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v7
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v7
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v8
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v8


5 
 

9Also, Vashti the queen made a banquet for the 

women, in the royal house of King Ahasuerus.   

ֵ֣ ט ה  ַגם ַוְׁשתִּ ֵ֣ ְׁשת  ה מִּ ִ֖ ְשת  ָֽ ה ע  י ַהַמְלכ ּ֔
ֶלך   ר ַלֶמִ֥ ּות ֲאֶׁשִ֖ ית ַהַמְלכּ֔ ים ב ַ֚ ֵ֑ ׁשִּ נ 

ֹוׁש: רָֽ  ֲאַחְׁשו 

10On the seventh day, when the king's heart was 

merry with wine, he ordered Mehuman, Bizzetha, 

Harbona, Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, 

the seven chamberlains who ministered in the 

presence of King Ahasuerus. 

  

י י יעִָּ֔ בִּ ֶלך  ַבּיֹו֙ם ַהשְׁ ב־ַהֶמִ֖ ָֽ ֹוב ל  ְכטִ֥
א   א ַחְרבֹונ ָ֜ ְזת ֨ ן בִּ ִ֠ ְמהּומ  ר לִִּ֠ ַמֶּ֡ ן א  ֵָּ֑֑יִּ ַבי 

ס  ר ְוַכְרַכּ֔ ַתֵ֣ אְ֙ ז  ֲאַבְגת  א ַוָֽ ַ֤ ְגת  בִּ
רְׁ  ֣ ש  מְׁ ים ַהָֽ יסִָּ֔ רִּ ֣ ַע֙ת ַהס  בְׁ ים  שִּ תִָּ֔
ֹוש: ֵורָֽ ֶלְך ֲאַחשְׁ ֵנֶ֖י ַהֶמַׁ֥  ֶאת־פְׁ

11To bring Vashti the queen before the king with 

the royal crown, to show the peoples and the 

princes her beauty, for she was of comely 

appearance. 

  

יאלְ יא ֠ בִּ י ֠ה  ָּ֧ ִ֥י   ֶאת־ַוְׁשתִּ ְפנ  ה לִּ ֶׁ֛ ַהַמְלכ 
ּות ְלַהְר֨אֹות   ֶתר ַמְלכֵ֑ ֶלך ְבֶכֵ֣ ַהֶמִ֖
י־  ָֽ ּה כִּ ְפי ּ֔ ים ֶאת־י  רִּ ים ְוַהש  ַ֤ ַעמִּ ָֽ ה 

יא: ָֽ ה הִּ ת ַמְרֶאִ֖  טֹוַבִ֥

12But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's 

behest which was [brought] by the hand of the 

chamberlains, and the king became very wroth, and 

his anger burnt within him. 

  

בֹואְ֙  יב י ל  ֗ ה ַוְׁשתִּ ֵ֣ ן ַהַמְלכ  א ֵ֞ ַוְתמ 
ים   ֵ֑ יסִּ רִּ ָֽ ר ְבַיֵ֣ד ַהס  ֶלך ֲאֶׁשִ֖ ר ַהֶמּ֔ ְדַבֵ֣ בִּ
ה   ִ֥ ֲער  ָֽ ֹו ב  תִ֖ ֲחמ  ד ַוָֽ ֶלךְ֙ ְמאֹּּ֔ ף ַהֶמ֨ ְקצַֹּ֤ ַויִּ

ֹו:  בָֽ

 

 
9)The Lubavitcher Rebbe (Copied from The Book of Esther with Commentary, Kehot Publication Society) 

Why must we read a detailed report of Achashverosh’s extravagances: The colors of the drapes, 

the couches, the marble floors, the vessels, the service, the flowing wine? Vashti’s refusal to 

appear before her husband truly sets the story in motion and leads to Esther’s ascension to the 

throne. Why not begin there? Perhaps the Megilla wants to convey this message: Achashverosh 

planned a feast to woo his citizenry; he withheld nothing from his guests. He lavished upon them 

every opulence he could offer. Anyone who can influence his or her surroundings should do the 

same. We should invest ourselves completely and generously in the pursuit of our tasks.  A 

fundraiser for Jewish education who raises one million dollars but has the capacity to raise two 

million has not fulfilled his obligation – not to himself, not to G-d, not to the Jewish people. Those 

blessed with the ability to influence such as writers and artists should use their gifts to convey 

the message that G-d directs the universe, and that this world ultimately has purpose and 

meaning. Just as the approval-hungry king poured all he had into his project, so should we use 

all we are given to further the awareness of G-d and the beauty of his His universe to all who 

dwell in it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v9
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v9
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v10
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v10
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v11
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v11
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v12
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16474#v12
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THE POWER STRUGGLE: 

 
10)Malbim, Esther Chapter 1:(Tranlsated by Rabbi Jonathan Taub) 

Achashverosh married Vashti, the granddaughter of Nevuchadnetzar, the former ruler of the 

Babylonian empire. As a result, their rule was accepted by the people, Vashti being the heiress to 

the throne. Achashverosh, though wanted to rule with absolute power, and wanted all the 

provinces to acknowledge that his authority was unconditional. Now, however, his marriage to 

Vashti was a liability. It reminded people that his claim to throne came through Vashti and was 

not, therefore, the absolute rule of conquest. He plotted to show that he had not married Vashti 

because of her title to the throne, owing his position to his wife, but that following his conquest 

the Babylonina dynasty ceased to exist, Vashti becoming one of his captives. He had married her, 

according to his historical revisionism, because of her beauty….”Vashti the queen” indicates that 

she was first and foremost “Vashti.” Her name preceded her claim to the throne, which according 

to Achashverosh’s version of events, came only through her marriage to him…. Vashti disobeyed 

the king’s command because she was aware that his intention was to degrade her in order that 

no one think that she had any title as queen in her own right. Therefore “Queen Vashti refused” 

– the description “queen” preceded her name “Vashti,” indicating that her title came before her 

name, through her birth into royalty. This refusal was initiated by two slights to her honor. First 

the king’s bidding itself commanded her to appear as a commoner without her royal crown. 

Second, it was conveyed by the chamberlains. To be escorted by lowly chamberlains would be a 

humiliation.  
 

Shouldn’t we be proud of ושתי for standing up for women’s rights? 

 

WHO WAS VASHTI? 

11)Tractate Megilla 10B 

The wicked Vashti was the daughter of the wicked Nebuchadnezzar, who burned the ceiling of 

the house of Hashem. 

 

12)Esther Rabbah 5:2 
Why did this befall her? Because she would not allow Aḥashverosh to grant permission to build 

the Temple, saying to him: You are seeking to build what my ancestors destroyed? “The king's 

lads, his attendants, said...” 13She was killed so Esther could replace her, and the Temple could be rebuilt. 

(Esther 2:2). 

 

 

 

 

 

/Esther.2.2
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13)Talmud, Megila 12a-b: 

“Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women, in the royal house,” which belonged to 

King Ahasuerus” (Esther 1:9). The Gemara questions why she held the feast in the royal house, a 

place of men, rather than in the women’s house, where it should have been. Rava said in 

response: The two of them had sinful intentions. 

The Gemara continues to detail what occurred at the feast. So too, at the feast of that wicked 

man, Ahasuerus, when the men began to converse, some said: The Median women are the most 

beautiful, while others said: The Persian women are the most beautiful. Ahasuerus said to 

them: The vessel that I use, i.e., my wife, is neither Median nor Persian, but rather Chaldean. 

Do you wish to see her? They said to him: Yes, provided that she be naked, for we wish to see 

her without any additional adornments.  
 

The Gemara comments: Vashti was punished in this humiliating way for it is with the measure 

that a man measures to others that he himself is measured. In other words, God punishes 

individuals in line with their transgressions, measure for measure. This teaches that the wicked 

Vashti would take the daughters of Israel, and strip them naked, and make them work on 

Shabbat. Therefore, it was decreed that she be brought before the king naked, on Shabbat. This 

is as it is written: “After these things, when the wrath of King Ahasuerus was appeased, he 

remembered Vashti, and what she had done, and what was decreed against her” (Esther 2:1). 

That is to say, just as she had done with the young Jewish women, so it was decreed upon her.  
 

The verse states: “But the queen Vashti refused to come” (Esther 1:12). The Gemara asks: Since 

she was immodest, as the Master said above: The two of them had sinful intentions, what is 

the reason that she did not come? Rabbi Yosei bar Ḥanina said: This teaches that she broke out 

in leprosy, and therefore she was embarrassed to expose herself publicly. An alternative reason 

for her embarrassment was taught in a baraita: The angel Gabriel came and fashioned her a tail.  
 

The verse continues: “Therefore the king was very wrathful, and his anger burned in him” 

(Esther 1:12). The Gemara asks: Why did his anger burn in him so greatly merely because she 

did not wish to come? Rava said: Vashti not only refused to come, but she also sent him a message 

by way of a messenger: You, son of my father’s stableman [ahuriyyarei]. Belshazzar, my father, 

drank wine against a thousand men and did not become inebriated, as the verse in Daniel (5:1) 

testifies about him: “Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank 

wine before the thousand”; and that man, referring euphemistically to Ahasuerus himself, has 

become senseless from his wine. Due to her audacity, immediately “his anger burned in him” 

(Esther 1:12).  

 

14)Otzar Midrashim: 

She refused to go because she started to menstruate and was unable to conceal this. 

 

 

/Esther.1.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Esther.2.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Esther.1.12
https://www.sefaria.org/Esther.1.12
https://www.sefaria.org/Daniel.5.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Esther.1.12
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Why do you think Vashti deserved these punishments specifically? 

 

a)Leprosy: 

 

 
 

b)Tail:  

 

Maimonides, Commentary on the Mishnah, Sanhedrin, Perek Chelek 

…The third group consists of people to whom the greatness of the sages is clear. They recognize 

the superiority of their intelligence from their words which point to exceedingly profound 

truths….. The members of this group understand that the sages knew as clearly as we do the 

difference between the impossibility of the impossible and the existence of that which must exist. 

They know that the sages did not speak nonsense, and it is clear to them that the words of the 

sages contain both an obvious and hidden meaning. Thus, whenever the sages spoke of things 

that seem impossible, they were employing the style of riddle and parable which is the method 

of truly great thinkers…. 

 

 

  

c)Menstruation: 

 

 


